Dento-Legal Implications in Primary Care Oral Surgery.
The purpose and intention of this article is to help provide an overview and understanding of the dento-legal issues which can arise when treating patients who are undergoing oral surgery procedures in primary care. The focus will be on the initial stages of assessment, diagnosis and treatment planning, which are essential factors required to appropriately fulfil the requirement of obtaining valid consent. The importance of getting consent right has been highlighted in the context of the Montgomery case and which is further supported by the requirement and importance of accurate and full record keeping in this regard. Examples and appropriate consideration of clinical areas will be discussed with the intention of demonstrating the key points.